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Testimony of District 1

Jim McGarvey, Executive Secretary, Montana State AFL-CIO United Transportation Union
ree . . ., 1029, Kalispelt

In Opposition to SB 254 — Remove inflation index from minimum wage law alspe

Dan Lee

. . . . District 2

Senate Business, Labor and Economic Affairs Committee United Steel Workers 8-0885,
Missoula

Joe Balyeat, Chair
John Forkan

District 3
Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee; my name is Jim McGarvey and | am the p,mtbeedr? Zﬁg"'ﬁ,t‘{;’;‘s%
Executive Secretary of the Montana State AFL-CIO. My testimony today is on behalf of Butte
more than 36,000 Montana union members and their families. Bob Bergren

District 4
Union families are opposed to this regressive legislation that undermines the vote of International
the vast majority of Montanans. In the 2006 election Montana voters ushered the é;ﬁ?e?:%%q 0:‘2{:?9
Raise Montana initiative (I-151) into law with an astounding seventy three percent '
support; winning an unprecedented majority in EVERY COUNTY IN QUR STATE. Rion Miles

District 6
Montana voters made their wishes clear when they passed the minimum wage International Union of

Operating Engineers 400,

initiative with the annual cost of living adjustment. Montanan’s agree that workers Billings

need a fair wage that can support a family. Almost two hundred and eighty six ]
thousand Montana voters spoke loudly on election night in 2006 when they passed Keith Allen

. . . s . . At-Large Board Member
the current minimum wage law with the built-in annual cost of living adjustment for International Brotherhood
ALL MONTANA WORKERS. There were no exceptions. of Electrical Workers 233,

Helena

Marilyn Ryan
At-Large Board

Member
MEA-MFT 8024,
Missoula

| urge you to respect the voters of Montana and oppose SB 254.

Jerry Driscoll
President Emeritus
Laborers International Union
of North America 1686,
Billings
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MINIMUM WAGE HISTORY

STATE MINIMUM WAGE FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE
$1.60/hr  (7/1/1971 to 6/30/1975)
$1.80/hr  (7/1/1975 to 6/30/1976) $1.60/hr (1968 to 4/30/1 974)
$2.00/hr  (7/1/1 976 to 6/30/1981)

$2.50/hr  (7/1/1981 to 6/30/1982) Employment covered by 1961 amendments to FLSA:

$2.75/hr  (7/1/1 982 to 9/30/1985) $2.00/hr effective 5/1/1 974
$3.05/hr  (10/1/1985 to 9/30/1986) $2.10/hr effective 1/1/1975
$3.35/hr  (10/1/1986 to 3/31/1990) $2.30/hr effective 1/1/1975

$3.80/hr  (4/1/1 990 to 3/31/1991)
$4.00/hr* (4/1/1991 to 4/25/1991)
$4.25/hr*  (4/26/1991 to 9/30//1996)
$4.75/hr*  (10/1/1996 to 8/31/1997)
$56.15/hr* (9/1/1997 to 12/31/2006)
$6.15/hr* (1/1/2007 to 12/31/2007)

Employment covered by 1966-1972 amendments:

$1.90/hr effective 5/1/1974
$2.00/hr effective 1/1/1975
$2.20/hr effective 1/1/1976

$6.25/hr*  (1/1/2008 to 7/23/2008) ;

2.30/hr effective 1/1/1977
$6.55/hr*  (7/24/2008 to 12/31/2008) §2.65,hr eﬁect:ve 711/1978
$6.90/hr*  (Effective 1/1/2009) $2.90/hr effective 1/1/1979
$7.25/hr*  (Effective 7/24/2009) $3.10/hr effective 1/1/1980

$3.35/hr effective 1/1/1981
$3.80/hr effective 4/1/1990
* or $4.00 for businesses grossing $4.25/hr effective 4/1/1991
$110,000 or less per year. $4.75/hr effective 10/1/1996
$5.15/hr effective 9/1/1997
$5.85/hr effective 7/24/2007
$6.55/hr effective 7/24/2008
$7.25/hr effective 7/24/2009
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